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The Midnight Poet: Finding Your Voice
Literature and Creative Writing

PART 01 Pre-Reading & Visualization

PART 02 The Reading Text

L

newspaper BLOG POST • LITERATURE AND CREATIVE WRITING

The Secret Life of Elena
During the day, Elena worked as a busy accountant in the city center. She spent her hours looking at
spreadsheets and calculating taxes. While she was working, she always acted professionally, but her mind
often wandered to the notebook in her bag. Inside that notebook, Elena didn't write numbers; she wrote
poetry. She loved how words could paint pictures of her childhood home and her journey to a new country.

ast Thursday, Elena decided to do something brave. She went to a "Poetry Slam" at a local
community center. A poetry slam is a competition where people read their original work out loud.
While the other poets were performing, Elena felt very nervous. Her heart was beating fast, and she
was checking her stanzas one last time. She almost left the building, but then the host called her

name.

When Elena stood on the stage, the room became quiet. She began to read a poem about the sound of rain
on the roof of her grandmother's house. As she was reading, she noticed people nodding their heads. They
understood her feelings. When she finished, the audience clapped loudly. Elena realized that literature
wasn't just in old books; it was a living bridge that connected her to her new community.

"Is technology a tool to help us reach our goals, or is it a shortcut that erases our individual voices?"
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PART 03 Active Reading (QAR)

1. Right There (Find the facts):

1. What is Elena’s job during the day?

2. Where did the poetry event take place?

2. Think and Search (Connect the ideas):

3. Why did Elena feel nervous while the other poets were performing?

4. How did the audience react to Elena's poem about her grandmother’s house?

3. Author and You (Infer and analyze):

5. The author says literature is a "living bridge." What do you think this means in the context of Elena's life?

6. If you had to write a poem or a story about one memory from your past, what would it be?

PART 04 Glossary

Spreadsheet (n): A computer document used to organize numbers and data.

Wander (v): To move away from a path or a main subject; to lose focus.

Poetry Slam (n): A modern contest where poets perform their work for an audience.

Stanza (n): A group of lines that forms a section of a poem.

Original (adj): Created personally; not a copy of something else.

lightbulb
WORKSHEET CORE REFLECTION

Review your answers and vocabulary entries above. Prepare to discuss how these terms apply to
real-world contexts.
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TEACHER'S GUIDE & ANSWER

KEY

Level: B1

(INTERMEDIATE)

Duration: 45 mins

info
ACTIVITY
OVERVIEW

TOPIC  CONTEXT

The Midnight Poet: Finding
Your Voice

OBJECTIVE

To develop intermediate
reading fluency, identify
narrative tense usage, and
practice making inferences
about character motivation.

VOCABULARY  TERMS

Spreadsheet Wander

Poetry Slam Stanza Original

GRAMMAR  FOCUS

Narrative Tenses (Past
Simple vs. Past
Continuous)

analytics INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURE

1. Pre-reading (10 mins): Display the image prompt. Ask students
to describe the mood. Ask: "Why do people share stories in
public?"

2. Reading & Chunked Tasks (20 mins):
Have students read the text once silently.

Second Reading: Ask students to underline verbs in the Past
Continuous (e.g., was working, were performing) to see how
they set the scene for the Past Simple actions.

3. Post-Reading & QAR Discussion (15 mins):
Review the QAR answers.

Focus specifically on the "Author and You" section to bridge
the text with the students' own lived experiences. If students
are comfortable, allow them to share the "memory" they
would write about.
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