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After the Storm: A Community United
Natural disasters and extreme weather

PART 01 Pre-Reading & Visualization

PART 02 The Reading Text

L

newspaper BLOG POST • NATURAL DISASTERS AND EXTREME WEATHER

The Midnight Flood
Last Tuesday, the residents of Oak Valley were sleeping soundly when the weather suddenly changed.
While it was raining lightly at dinner time, by midnight, a massive flash flood was rushing through the
streets. The water rose so quickly that many people had to leave their homes with only a small bag of
belongings. It was the worst storm the town had seen in twenty years.

ocal emergency services worked through the night to help families. While the rain was still pouring
down, volunteers were opening the doors of the Riverside Community Center. They set up temporary
beds and provided warm soup. "We were scared," said Maria, a local resident, "but seeing our
neighbors helping each other made us feel much better. We were losing our furniture, but we weren't

losing our community."

By the next morning, the water began to recede, leaving behind mud and debris. Although the damage to
the houses was significant, no one was seriously injured. Now, the people of Oak Valley are working
together to clean up. They are proving that while extreme weather can break buildings, it can also make the
bonds between people much stronger.

"Is technology a tool to help us reach our goals, or is it a shortcut that erases our individual voices?"
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PART 03 Active Reading (QAR)

1. Right There (Find the facts):

1. At what time did the flash flood happen?

2. Where did the volunteers take the families who had to leave their homes?

2. Think and Search (Connect the ideas):

3. Why was this specific storm considered "the worst" for the town?

4. What were two things the volunteers did to help the residents at the center?

3. Author and You (Infer and analyze):

5. Maria said, "We weren't losing our community." What do you think she meant by this?

6. If a natural disaster happened in your neighborhood, what is one way you could help your neighbors?

PART 04 Glossary

1. Flash flood (n): A sudden, local flood caused by very heavy rain.

2. Belongings (n): The things that a person owns (clothes, photos, etc.).

3. Recede (v): To move back or away from a high point.

4. Debris (n): Pieces of wood, metal, or trash left after something is destroyed.

5. Bonds (n): Strong connections or feelings of friendship between people.

lightbulb
WORKSHEET CORE REFLECTION

Review your answers and vocabulary entries above. Prepare to discuss how these terms apply to
real-world contexts.
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TEACHER'S GUIDE & ANSWER

KEY

Level: B1

(INTERMEDIATE)

Duration: 45 mins

info
ACTIVITY
OVERVIEW

TOPIC  CONTEXT

After the Storm: A
Community United

OBJECTIVE

Students will be able to
identify narrative sequences
and distinguish between
background actions (Past
Continuous) and main
events (Past Simple) within a
text about natural disasters.

VOCABULARY  TERMS

Flash flood Belongings

Recede Debris Bonds

GRAMMAR  FOCUS

Past Continuous vs. Past
Simple

analytics INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURE

1. Pre-reading (10 mins): Display the image prompt. Ask students
to brainstorm "Weather Words" (e.g., thunder, lightning,
rescue). Use this to activate prior knowledge and reduce
anxiety about the topic.

2. Reading & Chunked Tasks (20 mins):
First Read: Students read silently for the "gist."

Second Read: Ask students to underline verbs in the Past
Continuous (e.g., were sleeping, was rushing) and circle
verbs in the Past Simple (e.g., changed, opened).

Discussion: Briefly discuss how the "long" action (Past
Continuous) was interrupted by the "short" action (Past
Simple).

3. Post-Reading & QAR Discussion (15 mins):
Have students work in pairs to answer the QAR questions.

Focus heavily on the "Author and You" section to allow
students to share personal stories of resilience, ensuring a
safe space for those who may have experienced trauma
related to weather.
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