Advanced Superlative Structures: Family,
Experiences, and Contexts intervEDIATE

Focus: Family relationships, Buildings and inanimate objects, Social contexts,
Interchangeable usage rules, Using 'in' for places and organizations, Using 'of" for
periods of time, Common collocations, Grammatical errors to avoid, Using 'ever' for
emphasis, Experience-based comparisons

This worksheet focuses on refining your use of superlatives. At the intermediate level, it is not enough to just add -est or
most. You must master the specific rules for family members, choosing the correct prepositions (in vs of), and connecting
superlatives with the Present Perfect tense to talk about life experiences.

| 1. Oldest vs. Eldest

While both words relate to age, they have different usage rules.
e Oldest: Can be used for people, animals, and things. It is the standard superlative form of old.
o Example: This is the oldest building in the city.
o Example: He is the oldest man in the room.
» Eldest: Used only for people, specifically within family relationships (sons, daughters, brothers, sisters). It implies

rank within the family hierarchy.
o Example: My eldest sister is a doctor.

o Note: You cannot use eldest with "than" (e.g., He is eldest than me is INCORRECT). However, in superlative
structures without "than", both are often interchangeable for family, but eldest sounds more formal and specific
to kinship.

| 2. Prepositions with Superlatives: IN vs. OF

Do not translate directly from your native language. In English, the preposition depends on what follows.

e Use IN for Places and Groups: Use in when talking about a specific location, organization, or collective group of
people.
o Structure: Superlative + in + [Place/Group]

o Examples: ...the tallest building in the world / ...the best player in the team / ...the smartest student in the class.

e Use OF for Time and Quantities: Use of when referring to a period of time or a specific number/group of things.
o Structure: Superlative + of + [Time period/Group of things]

o Examples: ...the hottest day of the year / ...the best day of my life / ...the most expensive of all.
| 3. Superlatives + Present Perfect + Ever

This is a very common structure used to emphasize a life experience. It expresses that the current subject is superior to
all past experiences.

e Structure: Subject + BE + the + Superlative + Noun + (that) + Subject + HAVE/HAS + EVER + Past
Participle.
o Example: This is the best pizza | have ever eaten.

 Emphasis: The word ever is crucial here; it means "at any time in my life up to now."



Practice Exercises

Instructions: Complete the sentences below. Depending on the cue in parentheses, you must:

1. Choose oldest or eldest (pay attention to family vs. objects).
2. Insert the correct preposition (in or of).

3. Conjugate the verb in the Present Perfect simple (include ever where indicated).

1. My brother is not the (old/eldest) child in the family; | am.

2. That was the most difficult exam (I/take/ever).

3. This isn't the tallest building (prep) the city, but it is the most beautiful.
4. |s that the (old/eldest) bridge in Europe?

5. She is the most intelligent person (I/meet/ever).

6. Sunday is usually the quietest day (prep) the week.

7. (this/be/the best/coffee) you have ever tasted?

8. He is the (old/eldest) member of the golf club, but not the best player.
9. This is not the most expensive hotel (prep) the world, luckily!

10. Who is the (old/eldest) of your three daughters?

11. It was the saddest moment (prep) his life.

12. (that/be/the worst/film) they have ever watched?

13. This museum is the (old/eldest) public building in the country.

14. Who is the most famous person (prep) this room right now?

15. This is not the spicy meal | expected; it is actually the mildest curry (I/eat/ever).




| Answer Key

. eldest (Family context; oldest is also grammatically possible but eldest is the target for family hierarchy).
. I have ever taken (or /'ve ever taken)

. in (Place/Location)

. oldest (Inanimate object)

. I have ever met (or I've ever met)

. of (Period of time)

. Is this the best coffee
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. oldest (Member of a club is a social group, not biological family, so oldest is preferred).
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. in (Place/Location)
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. eldest (Family context)
. of (Period of time/Life)

. Was that the worst film (or /s that the worst film)
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. oldest (Inanimate object)
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. in (Place/Group)
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. I have ever eaten (or /'ve ever eaten)



