Articles: Institutions, General & Specific Uses interuvediate

Focus: School, hospital, prison, university, General purpose vs. specific building, Church and religious services, The
cinema and the theatre, Plural nouns in general (dogs), Uncountable nouns (music, sugar), Identifying specific groups,
Abstract concepts (life, space), Animals (the giraffe), Musical instruments (the piano)

In English, the use of the definite article (the) or the zero article (-) depends on whether we are talking about something in general, a specific instance, or the
function of an institution.

| 1. Institutions: Purpose vs. The Building

When we refer to the primary purpose or function of a place, we use no article (-). When we refer to the specific physical building, we use the.

Institution Zero Article (-) (Function/Purpose) The Definite Article (The) (Specific Building/Visitor)
School Student: "She goes to school every day." Parent: "l went to the school to meet the teacher."
University Student: "He is studying at university." Tourist: "We walked around the university campus."
Hospital Patient: "He is in hospital for surgery.” Visitor: "I'm going to the hospital to visit him."

Prison Prisoner: "He was sent to prison for robbery." Visitor: "The lawyer drove to the prison."

Church Worshipper: "They go to church on Sundays." Tourist: "Look at the church! It's very old."

Note: In American English, "the" is often used with "hospital" (He is in the hospital), but in British English, it is omitted (He is in hospital).

I 2. General vs. Specific

¢ General: Use no article (-) with plural nouns and uncountable nouns when talking about things in general.
o Dogs are loyal animals. (All dogs)

o | love music. (Music in general)

o Life is beautiful. (Abstract concept)

¢ Specific: Use the when talking about a specific instance or group known to the listener.
o The dogs in that house are noisy. (Specific dogs)

o The music at the party was loud. (Specific music)

| 3. Entertainment and Environment

We usually use the with these places, even if we don't say exactly which one:

¢ We are going to the cinema / the theatre.
¢ We live near the sea.

e |listened to the news on the radio. (But: on television / TV).

| 4. The "Generic The"

We use the + singular noun to talk about a whole class or category for:

¢ Musical Instruments: She plays the piano. Can you play the guitar?
¢ Animal Species (Scientific/Formal): The giraffe is the tallest animal.

¢ Inventions: Who invented the telephone?

I 5. Groups and Nationalities

¢ Adjectives as Nouns: We use the + adjective to talk about a group of people.
o The rich (rich people), the poor, the unemployed, the young.

* Nationalities:
o The French are famous for their cooking.

o The British drink a lot of tea.
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Practice Exercises

| Instructions: Complete the sentences using the or - (for no article).

1. My brother studies history at university; he hopes to become a teacher.

2. (you/play) guitar in the band last night?

3. I don't like spiders because they have too many legs.

4. We went to prison to check the security systems, not because we were arrested!
5. giraffe is currently an endangered species in some regions.

6. (she/not/enjoy) music they played at the club yesterday.
7. unemployed need more support from the government.

8. Excuse me, where is cinema? We want to see a film.

9. (he/go) to church every Sunday for the service?

10. French are known for producing excellent wine.

11. | didn't drink coffee you made; it was too cold.

12. My mother went to school to speak to the headmaster about my grades.
13. (not/eat) sugar; it is bad for your teeth.

14. After the accident, the man was taken directly to hospital.

15. Who invented camera?




| Answer Key

. = (Purpose: studying)

. Did you play, the (Instrument)

. = (General plural)

. the (Specific building/visitor context)

. The (Generic animal species)

. She didn't enjoy, the (Specific music)

. The (Group/Adjective as noun)
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. the (Entertainment/Institution)
9. Does he go, - (Purpose: worship)
10. The (Nationality group)
11. the (Specific coffee)
12. the (Specific building/visitor context)
13. Do not eat / Don't eat, - (General uncountable)
14. - (Purpose: treatment)

15. the (Invention)



